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Parliament. No doubt in due time Bhodesia will enter the
Union on a footing of equality with the other members,1
It remains very briefly to note the character o£ the new
Union. The short historical summary will be enough to
show why the unitary was preferred to the federal form of
government. In South Africa the distinction in the past
has been racial, not territorial. Dutch and English existed
side by side in Cape Colony, in the Transvaal, and, though
in a less degree, in the Orange River Colony and Natal. The
boundaries of Colonies and States have been generally
artificial and accidental. The economic questions which
gave the propelling force to the movement for concerted
action, the question of the tariff and the question of railway
rates, both pointed to the superiority of the unitary over
the federal system of government. It is true that every
complete federation is a union, so far as relates to the
establishment of a uniform tariff; but the ve&ata quaestio
of the Government railways would have presented greater
difficulties had there been, as in the Commonwealth, State
Parliaments with control of their State railways. Similarly,
questions relating to the natives can best be decided by
a single central authority.
la this state of things, with a patriotism resting on race,
not on locality, and with economic considerations strongly
supporting such a policy, it is no wonder that in South
Africa union gained the day against federation. One im-
portant hostage had to be given to local prejudice. Although
the Provincial Councils are for the most part relegated to
a position of comparative inferiority, the important subjects
of elementary and intermediate education remain under
their control. The Dutch were unwilling to leave these
subjects in the hands of the Union Parliament; and recent
experience in the Orange River Colony would seem to
suggest that in this direction, if anywhere, the sparks of
racial antagonism may again be fanned into a flame.
1 For the time being, however, a large majority of its electors has
decided to be a separate colony under responsible government.

